
872 Specialia EXPERIENTIA 31/7 

However ,  in  all  eva l ua t i ons  of ' agr ibus iness '  i t  m u s t  be  
r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  these  20 th  c e n t u r y  f a r m i n g  aids  h a v e  
to  be  seen in t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  n u t r i t i o n a l  s t a t u s  of t he  
p o p u l a t i o n  need ing  to  be  fed. W e  all  k n o w  a b o u t  t he  dead  
f ish in t he  Ba l t i c  and  Lake  Michigan,  b u t  w h a t  would  
h a p p e n  if D D T  were no t  used in Ceylon ? W e  h a v e  t h e  
answer  to  th i s  ques t ion.  W e  k n o w  t h a t  in  t he  1950s some 
2 mi l l ion  cases of ma la r i a  were t r e a t e d  t he re  annua l ly .  
W i t h  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of D D T  s p r a y i n g  t he  n u m b e r  fell to  
31 cases in  1962 a n d  was on ly  17 a yea r  later .  D i scon t inua -  
t i on  of D D T  s p r a y i n g  because  of f inanc ia l  s t r i ngency  
occurred  soon a f te r  a n d  b y  1969 t he  n u m b e r  of ma la r i a l  
v i c t ims  h a d  r e t u r n e d  to t he  2 mil l ion mark .  

Once again,  t i le p o i n t  is t i le same as in t he  m a t t e r  of 
' pos i t ive  h e a l t h ' :  w h a t  benef i t s  do we d e m a n d  and  w h a t  
r isks  are we p r e p a r e d  to  r u n  for t h e m  ? S c a n d i n a v i a  or 
p a r t s  of t he  U n i t e d  S ta te s  m a y  b a n  t he  use of D D T  
t h o u g h  Ceylon m a y  not ,  b u t  i t  r em a i ns  far  more  di f f icul t  
to  assess pe rmis sab le  r isk where  t he  re la t ive  t ende rness  of 
s ir loin s t eak  for t he  wor ld ' s  over fed  m i n o r i t y  is concerned.  

U p  to t i le p resen t ,  few people  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t he  
comfor t ab l e  l i fe-style  of t h e  indus t r i a l i zed  world  en ta i l s  
i t s  own  risks,  a n d  t h a t  those  r isks m a y  no t  be genera l ly  
known.  A m a n  ge t t i ng  in to  his  car  to  d r ive  to work  
accepts  - a lbe i t  subconsc ious ly  - t h a t  t h e r e  is a def in i te  
s t a t i s t i ca l  chance  of his  b e c o m i n g  one  of t he  8 mi l l ion  
in ju red  or 250,000 kil led a n n u a l l y  on  t he  roads  of the  
indus t r i a l i zed  world.  Ye t  t h e  same m a n  s i t t ing  d o w n  to  
d i n n e r  does no t  even  cons ider  t h a t  his  p recooked  T V  
dinner ,  b o u g h t  a t  t he  local s u p e r m a r k e t ,  could en ta i l  a n y  
risk.  

I t  is wrong  t h a t  he  should  con t inue  in th i s  s t a t e  of 
un in fo rmedness .  He  is en t i t l ed  to  know so t h a t  he  h imsel f  
can  decide w h e t h e r  a pa r t i cu l a r  r isk is w o r t h  t ak ing ,  a n d  
th i s  knowledge  m u s t  be  s epa ra t ed  f rom the  c la ims a 
m a n u f a c t u r e r  m a k e s  for his  p roduc t .  I t  is a fac t  t h a t  the  
va lue  of m a n y  goods is overs t ressed  b y  adver t i s ing .  The  
publ ic  is cond i t i oned  jus t  as effect ively as a n y  P a v i o v i a n  

dog b y  t he  sheer  we igh t  of repe t i t iousness  of t he  ad-  
ve r t i s ing  copy t h r u s t  u p o n  it. Over  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  over  
adve r t i s i ng  are  our  second pa i r  of cu lpr i t s ;  whi le  t he  f i rs t  
pa i r  - t e s t e r  a n d  p resc r ibe r  - can  be educa ted ,  t h i s  
second pa i r  cannot ,  s ince i t s  only  ob jec t ive  is to  m a k e  
money.  The  legis la tors '  a t t e n t i o n  needs  to be  t u r n e d  to  
th i s  aspec t  of r isk in  our  Chemica l  Age. Cont ro l  in  t he  
adve r t i s i ng  sector  will of i t s  own  accord  effect a consider-  
able  ame l io ra t ion  of b e h a v i o u r  in t he  zone of t e s t e r  a n d  
prescr iber .  

A t  p re sen t  t he  c o n s u m e r  is explo i ted  t h r o u g h  his  
t echn ica l  ignorance.  An  u r g e n t  need  exists  for c learer  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t he  medical ,  social, and  economic  
benef i t s  and  r isks t h a t  accrue  f rom the  app l i ca t ion  of 
science a n d  t echno logy  and  t he  use of chemica ls  in  t o d a y ' s  
world,  and  b e t t e r  guide  l ines for dec is ion-making .  
Dec i s ion -mak ing  is a complex  process  invo lv ing  assess- 
m e n t  of a n  a r r ay  of fac tors  conce rn ing  benefi ts ,  r isks,  a n d  
costs,  m a n y  of which  m a y  be  unava i l ab l e  or imper fec t ly  
unders tood .  I n  tile c i rcumstances ,  i t  is clearly of l imi ted  
va lue  to s ingle  ou t  p a r t i c u l a r  chemica ls  for special  
control ,  ye t  t h a t  is precise ly  w h a t  is be ing  done p resen t ly .  

Our  a im as sc ient i s t s  shou ld  be  twofold  : f irstly,  to  keep 
po l lu t ion  a t  a m i n i m u m  level  while  we examine  our  con- 
t i n u i n g  progress  in t he  Chemical  Age;  a n d  secondly,  to  
i n fo rm a n d  i n s t r u c t  t he  c i t izen  a b o u t  t he  causes  of 
i n t e rna l  po l lu t ion  and  w h a t  is requi red  f rom h i m  a n d  us 
in  t r y i n g  to  r e m e d y  them.  I n  a free society,  a t  t he  end  
of t he  day  i t  is t he  c i t izen who  f inal ly  decides w h a t  k ind  
of life he wants .  I t  is the  r e spons ib i l i ty  of sc ient is ts  to  see 
t h a t  he has  t he  necessary  knowledge  to  make  t he  r i g h t  
decision.  
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C O N G R E S S U S  

Italy 
Satellite Sympos ium on Function and 
Metabolism of Phosphol ipids  in CNS and PNS 

in Perugia, 29-37 August 7975 

A t  t he  same t i m e  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Tab le  Discuss ion on 
Biochemica l  a n d  Pha r m aco l og i ca l  Imp l i ca t i ons  of Gan-  
gl ioside F u n c t i o n s  will be  held.  The  S y m p o s i u m  a n d  t he  
R o u n d  Tab le  is officially p a r t  of t he  5 th  I n t e r n a t i o n a I  
Meet ing  of t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Socie ty  of N e u r o c h e m i s t r y  in 
Ba rce lona  (Spain)  of 2-6  S e p t e m b e r  1975. 
F u r t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n  by :  Prof.  G. Porcel la t i ,  I s t i t u t o  di 
Chimica  Biologics  del l 'Univers i tX,  Policl inico Monteluce,  
C. P. 3, Succ. 3, 1-06100 Perugia ,  I ta ly .  

Italy 
International S y mp o s iu m on Thrombosis  and 
Urokinase 

in Roma, 30 October-1 November 7975 

The  S y m p o s i u m  is o rgan ized  b y  t he  I s t i t u t o  Super iore  
de San i t~  and  t he  c h a i r m e n  are:  Prof.  Sol She r ry  of 
Ph i l ade lph ia ,  USA,  a n d  Prof.  R. Pao l e t t i  of Milano,  
I t a ly .  Main  top ics :  P h y s i o p a t h o l o g y  of th rombos i s .  
Chemical ,  b iochemica l  and  pha rmaco log ica l  aspec ts  of 
urokinase .  Effects  of u rok inase  on th rombos is .  Clinical 
app l i ca t ions  of urokinase .  

Reg i s t r a t i on  fee will be U S  Dollars  30.00. I n f o r m a t i o n  
and  r eg i s t r a t ion  b y  Prof.  Rodolfo  Paole t t i ,  Via  A. Del 
Sar to  21, 1-20129 Milano,  I t a l y .  


